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1. The special technical feature of the group of the inventions of 
claims 1 to 8 is an imaging lens system for forming an optical image 
of an object on an acceptance surface of an solid-state imaging device, 
the lens system having, in order from the object side, an aperture stop, 
a first lens element that has positive power and a convexed surface on 
the image side, a second lens element that is a meniscus lens having 
negative power and a concaved shape on the object side, and a third lens 
element that is a meniscus lens having positive power and a convexed 
shape on the object side, the lens system satisfying four conditional 
expressions . 

2. The special technical feature of the invention of claim 9 is an 
imaging unit capable of converting an optical image of an object into 
an electrical image signal and outputting the result, the imaging unit 
having an imaging lens system for forming an optical image of the object 
and a solid-state imaging device receiving the image formed by the imaging 
lens system and converting the image into an electrical image signal, 
the imaging lens system including, in order from the object side, an 
aperture stop for restricting a light path pupil, a first lens element 
having positive power, a first restriction member for restricting a 
peripheral light path, a second lens element having negative power, a 
second restriction member for restricting the peripheral path, a third 
lens element having positive power, and a third restriction member for 
restricting the peripheral path. 

Further, the invention of claim 10 is the invention of the dependent 
claim referring back to either claim 8 or claim 9. 

However, the lens system composed of three lenses of pos±tive, 
negative, and positive power is a technique so well known and common 
as a lens system of triplet arrangement that it does not need particularly 
examples of prior art. In addition, the lens system with a front stop, 
where an aperture stop is provided at the head in the lens system composed 
of three lenses of positive, negative, and positive power, is also a 
well-known common technique. 

Accordingly, the groups of the inventions above have no common matter 
that can be considered as a special technical feature within the meaning 
of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, and the groups of the inventions are 
not so linked as to form single general inventive concept. 

Therefore, the groups of the inventions have no relationship that 
satisfies the unity of invention. 
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